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DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE IN THE PROCESS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

TEACHING WITH THE USING OF MODEL OF SEMANTIC FIELDS
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Abstract. The aim of present research paper is to explain theoretically and develop practically the methods of 

expanding semantic fields of university students while studying foreign vocabulary. A circle of issues connected with 

learning the words is discussed. The objectives of the research are: 1) to identify the structure of lexical competence as a 

part of communicative competence which is formed more effectively by the wide usage of semantic fields and thematic 

maps during language learning; 2) to investigate the ways of lexical competence development; 3) to describe the model 

of expanding individual semantic fields. Different definitions of semantic fields are given and the conclusion is drawn 

that semantic fields are needed for better memorizing of foreign words and quick remembering the necessary words.  

Factors of developing semantic field are presented. The model of semantic field formation is described which consists 

of several blocks: aim (developing lexical competence), motivation (factors that contribute to motivation increase for 

learning words), content (getting the meaning of the words), procedure and diagnostic blocks. With reference to the 

procedure block, the work with thematic maps including online ones is examined. The diagnostic block contains criteria 

(motivational, cognitive, pragmatic) and descriptors which allow to evaluate the results of the effectiveness of the 

suggested model. The article might be useful for language teachers at universities and ESP teachers, also for those who 

teach foreign language at different language schools. 

Key words: communicative competence, lexical skills, semantic field, thematic map, model of semantic field 

formation. 
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